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which was the basis of their power. He com-
pleted the work. This Robert Cecil (who was
later made Lord Salisbury) lived to see the tide
turned. He may not have actually launched,
but he certainly knew all about, and nursed,
the Gunpowder Plot; and his triumph on that
occasion settled the collapse of the Faith in
England.
Henceforward those in sympathy with Catholic-
ism in varying degrees (and ardent Catholics
were already a minority) were divided among
themselves. It was the better part of a lifetime
since the Mass had been forbidden in England;
the heroic efforts of the Jesuits to create a
reaction had failed, and though in mere numbers
those who opposed the Catholic Church were not
a large majority, they gave the tone to the whole.
England between 1605 and 1612, when Robert
Cecil died, already stood before the world as a
Protestant power, the only considerable Protestant
power in Europe; and all this was but the com-
pletion of William Cecil's work. He, more than
any other man, had made it possible for the
Dutch Provinces in the Netherlands to throw
over their legitimate Spanish King, and, though
a very large minority of the Dutch were still
Catholic, the new power of Holland stood side
by side with England as a Protestant centre.
Thus was the great work which William Cecil